Few mention how digital library patrons are using the images they request. 
With the click of a mouse, today's users have more images at their disposal 33 than ever before. According to researchers Lori McCay-Peet and Elaine Toms, 34 "The plethora of readily available images led Jorgensen (2003) to suggest that 35 we have returned to an era when images dominated human communication 36 that formerly was grounded in visual representations rather than text" (2009, 37 2416). However, understanding how these images are ultimately used re-38 mains largely unexplored in the professional literature. 39 The University of Houston Digital Library (UHDL) is a freely accessible, 40 online repository containing objects from the University of Houston Libraries 41 and other university departments. Established in September 2009 and built 42 on the CONTENTdm platform, the UHDL is a Web-based library of ap- 43 proximately 50 collections holding almost 50,000 images, documents, sound 44 recordings, and moving images of cultural, historical, and research signifi- 45 cance. The UHDL was created to be used by academics and researchers at 46 UH and around the world. The mission statement asserts, "The University of 47 Houston Digital Library is a comprehensive digital library, which provides 48 for our students, faculty, and the greater community a rich and exciting en- Few mention how digital library patrons are using the images they request. Her findings showed that a majority of uses pertained to the "development The data in this study were obtained through the DCS "download statistics" personal, scholarly article, scholarly book, thesis, and other (see Table 3 ).
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The two largest categories of intended use were "personal" and "other." The "Description" field was a free-text field providing users the oppor-258 tunity to describe their project. Sometimes users explained why they were 259 requesting images. The authors used this field to generate a coding system 260 to quantify the data (see Table 4 ).
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The results of the coding of the descriptions are shown in Tables 5 and 6 ). 
